[Recent advances in colorectal cancer surgery].
Recent advances in colorectal cancer surgery have been made in improving the cure rate after surgery, the preservation of postoperative function, and the development of minimally invasive procedures. Indication for wide lymph node dissection in rectal cancer surgery is now limited to a smaller number of cases. Functional outcome is being improved thanks to the introduction of autonomic nerve preserving operations as well as the increasing number of sphincter preserving operations. Laparoscopic colectomy for cancer has been practiced for 7-8 years, and the advantages and disadvantages of this procedure are being clarified. Transanal endoscopic microsurgery (TEM) is a minimally invasive surgery for rectal tumors in early stages. The procedure is now overtaking the posterior surgical approach, which is used less and less in recent years. Future goals in colorectal cancer surgery are further improvements in the cure rate and the functional results. Minimally invasive surgery may become the established procedure after a careful assessment of its cure rate compared to the open surgical procedure.